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HOUNDED

A case of alleged police
~ brutality thatyoucan
really sink your teethinfo

Realltv
Bites

m m ostallegationsof police brutality
E involve thetools of the NYPD trade—
- BEE quns, night sticks, flashlights, the
occasional broom handle. Buta “tool” that might
lickyour face under theright circumstancesisat
lhecenterofapollcebmtahtytnalcurrentlyin
Manhattan federal court.
Citylawyers aredefending
threecopsbeingsuedfor
allegedly—and needlessly—siccing
D), a Czech-born Germanshepherd,
ontwo16-year-olds in Brooklyn.
Observerscanrecallonlyoneother
civilcaseinrecentyearsofalleged
brutalitybyanNYPD policedog.
Now retired from thejob, DJis
not being held responsible forhis -
~ actions; hishandlersare.
~ Itwasjustafter midnight on
August6,2004, when William
Bryantand EmmanuelBlake
slippedintoamaintenance garage
~ atthe Marcus Garvey Houses
in Brownsville. Bryant testified
last weekin thecivil casethathe ~
wanted to smoke cigarettesina
place where hisaunt, withwhomhe
lived, wouldn't be able tosee him.
. Police contend that the boys
were burglarizing the place, and
a9 call summoned them. When
the boys heard sirens, they tried
toflee, but after running into cops
_ outside, they retreatedinto the
" bowels of the building. Trekking
through pools of sewageand rats,
they found themselves trapped in
-asmall roomin the sub-basement, -
wheretheyspottedanairvent
aboutfive feet off the ground. Blake
boosted Bryantintoit; then Bryant
pulled his friend up. Crouching,

“ they heard the approaching sounds
of policeradiosandabarkingdog.
Cappinga40-minutesearch,

DJfinally led his handler, Officer
Lawrence Zacarese, and two :
detectives, Bill Ungerand Danny I 5
bamngatlhevent. WA

Bq;antgaveupwhenmempsthreatened :
tohoist D) into the vent. Bryant started to climb

out feetfirst, but the detectives told him they

wanted to see his hands. So he turned around and,
assoon as hestuck hishands out, they yanked
him to the ground. :
Bryant testifi ed that Ungerand Sprague
beatand kicked him while he was “scrinching”

* (covering up). The cops, hesaid, pinned him face-

down andknelt on his back while holding his hands

 behind him. Atthat point, Bryant said, Zacarese
_ orderedthe dog, “Get him, get him."

When DJ latched ontothebackoihusright

" knee, Bryant said, the pain was excruciating. ‘It

felt like something was thrashing inside my leg."
he testified. Bryant had been covering for Blake,
but when the dogtoreinto Bryant, he gave his
partnerup. Bryant spentanightinthe hospital
afterdoctors stitchedupafour-inchgash.
Attorney Andrew Stoll, whois representing

both Bryantand Blakeinthemn! caSE.clatmed
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that D) also attacked Blake, biting himonthe -
armand face. Stoll's contentionis that the
beefyarresting detectives,who each outweighed
the boys by a good 70 pounds, sicced DJ on them
as payback for making them tromp through
that stinkholeoiabasement and then refusmg

o !

' The K-9 officer bristled when Stoll accused
him of using DJ—whom he'd named afterafriend,

andwhois now his personal pet—to attackthe
 boys, saying:"| ordered my dog to apprehend, not

attack!" Zacarese testified that Bryantand Blake,
though prone and face-down, “flailed theirarms,”
kicked their legs, and resisted arrest.”Basically, it
wasamelee," said Zacarese.

But the boys' attorney has contended that 3

"thecopstnedto coverup theincident by claiming

there was amelee. Asisnormal, thearrestwas
handed off to the first regular officer on the scene,
inthis caseto Peter Riviezzo. He said Zacarese
didn't |n|t|ally mention that the boys had allegedly
resisted arrest, soRiviezzofilled" =
outapolicereport charging Blake
and Bryantonlywithburglary.
EvenZacarese'sown ‘canine.
utilization” report filled outafter
theincident made nomention of
__asupposed“melee . &

But sixhours after thein-
 cident, Riviezzo testified, Zacarese
~ called himand told him to make

- surehe charged theteenswith
- resisting arrest. Riviezzofilled out
-asecond policereportwiththe
additionalcharges. 5§
Eventually, allthecharges %%
againstboth Blakeand antwe
dismissed.

Zacaresecalled Stoll'salle-
 gationsofacover-up “preposter- -
- ous! Nommmalordeparhnerltal

charges were brought agalnst
thempsmﬂuscase.

Police union oﬂima]s and

cityattorneys could recallonly
onesimilar case. In Ma?2003.'a
stagehand/actor named Frederick
Fahmie drove offafter police
stopped him for atrafficinfraction’
near Prospect Park.awildchase ¢
ensued; durmgwhichtwucops
shot at Fahmie. [tendedwitha 1
patrol carcrashinginto Fahmie's
vehicle. Fahmie claimed thatthe -
copsbrutallybeat himbefore
handcuffing himand orderingak-9 % -
named Bandit to bite hisright leg,
causingawound that required16
stitches toclose. Thecitysettled

~ thatcasein DecemberZOOSby
 payingFahmie $63000. 1
- Stollexpectsthecurrent i
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